CHAPTER XVII

CANARESE AND  GIPSIES

THE language of Mysore is Canarese. Tamil and
Telugu may also be heard, and Hindustani is
spoken by the Muhammadans. There are many
castes, including outcastes among the Canarese;
and they have different forms of the Hindu
religion. The hill tribes, like those of the Nilgiris,
are animists and worship the spirits of the forest,
otherwise devils in trees, stones, and streams.
Curious customs prevail among certain castes
of the Canarese, showing the influence of the
Muhammadan rulers, Haider Ali and Tippu
Sultan. The Bedars who worship Hindu deities
practise circumcision. Haider's army was largely
recruited from the tribe, and the Semitic rite
may have been forced upon them. In these days
they make excellent police constables and revenue
peons.

A curious custom, which has been put down by
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